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374 LIVES OF THE SPEAKERS. (Sresxer 1678

Arms of Sawyer.—Or. two bars, azure, each charged with a barrulet, dan-
cettée, argent, a chief, indented, of the second. .
Crest.—A demi lion, az. holding in the paws a saw, erect, or.

SIR WILLIAM GREGORY.

A branch of the ancient family of Gregory, of Stivichall, in Warwickshire,
settled at Cattys Court, in the Parish of Fawnhope, in Herefordshire, in the
sixteenth century, from whom descended the Rev. Robert Gregory, a Fellow
of All Souls, Vicar of Fawnhope, and Rector of Sutton St. Nicholas, in the
same county. He married Anne, daughter of John Harvey, of Bradestone,
co. Gloucester, by whom he had issue two sons, of whom the eldest died in
his minority. William, the survivor, and the subject of this memoir, was
born 1st March, 1624, and was afterwards admitted a Fellow «of All Souls,
Oxford. Having adopted the profession of the law, he was, in due time,
called to the bar, obtained an extensive practice, and rose to considerable
eminence, although it was not till 1677 that he was created a Serjeant-at-Law.
In this year we find that the election of Sir Thomas Williams, for the borough
of Weobly, having been petitioned against, and declared void, Mr. Serjeant
Gregory offered himself as a candidate for its representation, and was returned
without opposition, on the 9th March. There can be no doubt, that at this
time, he had acquired the reputation of a sound lawyer, and we find him taking
part in the debates upon questions of the deepest importance at that eventful
period. 'We may also presume, in the absence of any positive information
upon the point, that his knowledge of Parliamentary usages was considerable,
or he would not, as so young a member of the House (having been but one
year in Parliament), have been called upon on an emergency to preside over
their deliberations.

In the life of a preceding Speaker we, have slightly referred to the
manner of Serjeant Gregory’s election to the chair, in consequence of the King’s
aversion to Sir Edward Seymour, upon whom the choice of the Commons had
fallen. This question was ﬁha:rply debated for several .dayg’ indeed during
the continuance of the first session of this Parliament, which met on the 5th

day of March,.1678-9, and was prorogued on the 12th of the month for two
days. The right of the King to exercise his veto wa
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