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The Last Will & Testament of

James Nourse, of Piedmont, Berkeley co. Virginia
dated 25 March 1784

n the name of the one only supreme God
of his Christ Jesus and of his Holy Spirit
 I James Nourse of Piedmont in the County of Berkeley Virginia, and of

Annapolis in the State of Maryland formerly of Bedford Street Covent
Garden London and Son of John Nourse of Weston in the County of Here-
ford in England, being of sound mind do make this my last Will and
Testament appointing my wife Sarah Nourse executrix and my
Sons Joseph and James Nourse joint executors to this my said Will
Imprimus.  I give to my Wife Sarah Nourse exclusive of her
Settlement Piedmont house with all its appurtences, plate &
furniture heretofore belonging to it, with twenty Acres of land near
the house so to be laid off as to include Ten Acres of Meadow ___
her life.  To my Seven younger Children, Viz. Robert, William,
Elizabeth, Sussanah, John, Gabriel & Michael 100 hundred
pounds sterling, as an Equivalent to what the elder three like have had on
the Sale of the Spring quarter tract.  To my Apprentices John
Bannion and Catherine Bannion if they Save their Time duely out
twenty pounds each.  It is my desire that all the Negro or
Mulatto children that shall or have been born since the first day
January 1781 shall be free at the age of twenty five years.  The rest
and residue of my Estate real & personal wheresoever situated it is will
I desire be divided equally between all my children Viz. Joseph, James,
Catherine Burton, Robert, William, Elizabeth, Susanna, John, Gabriel
& Michael.  Share & share alike to them and their respective heirs forever.
In Witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal this
twenty fifth day of March 1784 as
Declared to be my last Will

in presence of Horatio Gates,
Aquila Paca, Chris Richmond

30th Sept. 1784
In addition is the Executors within I named, I add my Son William Nourse.
[signed] James Nourse
[signed] John Bannion
[signed] Eliza Nourse
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